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out success. There may be something to base this upon, but
I do not give it the credence which Seward does. Until the
argument is closed and the whole case committed, F.
would not be likely to declare his opinion. I have sup-
posed he would vote against conviction, although a de-
cided Radical, for he has intelligence and a character
which he wishes to preserve. I have had the same opinion
of Trumbull for the same reasons. Both are crotchety and
uncertain, and I therefore do not consider it sure by any
means that they will go for acquittal. Other Senators,
like Frelinghuysen, the Morrills, and others, should vote
for acquittal, but it is most likely, from all I hear and
see, that they will abase themselves.

I therefore am less sanguine than either Seward or
McCulloch. The last has, until recently, believed that
conviction was probable. What facts have changed him I
fail to learn. Seward is not to be relied on for accuracy in
such matters; he catches at shadows. Grimes is chairman
of the Naval Committee and strong in his political views
and prejudices, but he has a legal and discriminating mind,
and sincere respect for the President's honesty, though
very little confidence in his tact and judgment. He will
not commit so unjust an act as to vote to impeach, and
Fessenden usually goes with him. Neither of them has
much love for Sumner or regard for Thad Stevens, which
will strengthen them to act right when others fail. I should
have no doubt of Trumbull if he had not done himself and
his principles injustice on certain test questions. The
Radical Senators continue to hold their secret meetings
at Pomeroy's to discipline and strengthen each other to
do an illegal and wicked act, while sitting as judges in the
high court.

Seward says Morgan will go for acquittal, provided it is
clearly ascertained in advance that there can be no con-
viction. In this I think S. is more correct than in many
of his oracular assertions. The President was not present
during the greater part of this conversation, which, how-